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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claims 
are allowable because the prior art fails to teach a cleaning apparatus with a scraper 
having one end mounted to a body in the channel and the other end cantilevered away 
from the first end as set forth in claims 1 and 25. 

Regarding claims 1 and 25, Gaines discloses a cleaning apparatus mounted to a 
food slicing machine having a frame and a continuous loop blade (14) drivably mounted 
to the frame, the blade (14) having opposite/opposing first and second major surfaces 
and an axis, the cleaning apparatus comprising: 

(a) a body (29/48) mounted to the frame, the body (29/48) having a channel 
through which a portion of the blade (14) extends; 

(b) a first scraper (24) having a first end mounted to the body (29/48) for scraping 
matter from the blade (14); 

(c) a second scraper (24) having a first end that is removably mounted to the 
body (29/48) at a point positioned laterally of the blade's axis by a fastener extending 
through an aperture in the first end of the second scraper (24) and into the body at a 
point positioned laterally of the blade's axis, the second scraper terminating in an edge 
at a second, opposite end seated against the second surface of the blade for scraping 
matter from the blade (14); 

(d) a conduit mounted to the body (29/48) at an aperture in the body (29/48) that 
forms an inlet opening into the channel and adjacent at least one of said scrapers (24), 
said conduit having a passageway extending from the inlet to fluid communication with 
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a pump (26) for pumping air past the scrapers (24) and into said inlet and drawing 
matter scraped from the blade (14) by the scrapers (24) into the inlet; and 

(e) a deflecting panel (29a) mounted to the body (29/48) adjacent the inlet and 
extending at least partially around the scrapers (24) for deflecting matter scraped from 
the blade (14) into the inlet, wherein a gap is formed between the deflect (20a) and the 
scrapers (24). Gaines fails to disclose a scraper having a first end mounted to the body 
in the channel and a second end extending in the manner of a cantilever away from the 
first end and terminating in an edge seated against the first surface of the blade as set 
forth in claims 1 and 25. 

This reference by itself or in combination with the other prior art cited fails to 
teach the claimed invention set forth in claims 1 and 25. 

Conclusions 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carolyn T. Blake whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4503. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 
PM, alternating Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on (571) 272-4514. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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